Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.001 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.126; data-to-parameter ratio = 22.1.
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 benzene ring. Isatin (1H-indole-2,3-dione) was first discovered by Erdmann and Laurent in 1841 (Popp, 1975) . Isatin and its derivatives are versatile molecules and possess a wide range of activities, especially in the biological and pharmaceutical fields. They are also basic structural units and important synthetic precursors of many naturally occuring alkaloids (Shvekhgeimer, 1996) .
Several of its derivatives were reported to exhibit a wide range of promising pharmacodynamic profiles displaying anti-convulsant (Gursoy & Karali, 1996; Verma et al., 2004) , anti-HIV (Pandeya et al., 1998) , cytotoxic (Vine et al., 2007) , tuberculostatic (Sriram et al., 2006) and anti-microbial (Patel et al., 2006) activities. At millimolar concentrations, isatin has been found to inhibit different enzymes, an effect that may contribute to its anti-infective actions (Glover & Bhattacharya, 1991) .
Recently, a number of isatin-based compounds are reported as inhibitors of caspase-3 and caspase-7 (Chu et al., 2007) .
Photoreactions of N-acetylisatin with various species have also been of research interest (Zhang et al. 2004) . Due to the importance of the isatin derivatives, the crystal structure of the biologically active title compound is reported in this paper.
In the title isatin compound (Fig. 1) , atoms C7 and C11 are chiral centers. The indoline moiety is not planar, which is inconsistent with those related structures previously studied (Usman et al., 2001 (Usman et al., , 2002a . The pyrrolidine ring (N1/C1/ C6-C8) of the indoline moiety adopts an envelope conformation, with puckering parameters of Q = 0.1013 (10) Å and φ = 132.3 (6)° (Cremer & Pople, 1975) and is inclined at a dihedral angle of 7.31 (5) with the (C1-C6) benzene ring. The acetyl group is disordered over two positions with a refined occupancy ratio of 0.503 (4):0.497 (4). The major (O3A/C9A/C10A) and minor (O3B/C9B/C10B) disorder components make dihedral angles of 12.6 (6) and 19.6 (7)°, respectively, to the attached pyrrolidine ring. The bond lengths are within normal ranges and agree well with those in related indoline structures (Usman et al., 2001 (Usman et al., , 2002a .
In the crystal structure ( Fig. 2) , intermolecular C3-H3A···O1 hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link neighbouring molecules into infinite chains along the b axis. These chains are further interconnected by intermolecular O1-H1O1···O6 hydrogen bonds (Table 1) into two-dimensional arrays parallel to the bc plane. Weak intermolecular C15-H15C···Cg1 interactions (Table 1) involving the centroid of C1-C6 benzene ring further stabilize the crystal structure.
The title compound was obtained in the reaction between N-acetylisatin and 2,4-dimethyl-5-methyloxy-oxazole. The compound was purified by flash column chromatography. X-ray quality single crystals of the title compound were obtained from slow evaporation of a solution of chloroform and petroleum ether (1:3; v:v). M.p. 431-434 K.
Refinement
Atoms H1O1 and H1N1 were located from difference Fourier map and allowed to refine freely. All other hydrogen atoms were placed in their calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93 or 0.96 Å, and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C). The acetyl group is disordered over two positions with a refined occupancy ratio of 0.503 (4):0.497 (4).
supplementary materials sup-2
Three short intermolecular interactions involving the major disordered components [C9A···C9A = 3.027 (6) Å, C9A···C10A = 2.913 (4) Å, C10A···C10A = 2.621 (3) Å] which are shorter than the sum of the van der Waals radius of the carbon atom are observed. Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound, showing the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Bonds to atoms of the minor disordered component are drawn as open lines. 
Special details
Experimental. The crystal was placed in the cold stream of an Oxford Cryosystems Cobra open-flow nitrogen cryostat (Cosier & Glazer, 1986 ) operating at 100.0 (1)K.
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å

Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 benzene ring. 
